Thymocognitive input and postural regulation: a study on obsessive-compulsive disorder patients.
To show that emotional and cognitive information acts upon the postural balance system in a way comparable to that of the other known inputs (vision, vestibular, proprioception). Controlled case study on 90 subjects. One group was composed of 45 subjects suffering from obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) in accordance with the Yale-Brown scale, while the other was the control group. All of the subjects underwent recording of their orthostatic posture on a force platform with eyes open and eyes closed. As regards to the postural findings, the two groups appear to be quite different. The OCD patients present a considerably reduced area and velocity of sway regardless of whether their eyes are open or closed. These results are coherent with regard to those of other studies establishing the link between postural balance and psychological status. Recent morphological studies likewise tend to confirm the existence of neuronal networks common to postural regulation and cognitive and emotional functioning. When interpreting symptoms, these interactions should be taken into account.